THE EVELYN BANE COLLECTION 


An interest in local history and genealogy for Evelyn Bane (1922-1997) was stimulated by 
teachers during the years she was a student at New Creek School. Her achievement, winning a 
West Virginia History Golden Horseshoe award in grade school, further motivated her interest 
and desire to learn about history and genealogy. Listening to adults as a child, my mother’s 
interest in families and their memoirs was awakened at an early age. Over the years she was 
inspired to collect newspaper clippings, a variety of books with historical and genealogical 
information, and not to be forgotten, immeasurable interviews. 


Before internet became a tool, she collected not only articles and obituaries, made regular visits 
to many county courthouses to research old records, but also traipsed through numerous 
cemeteries. She collected county history books from much of eastern West Virginia. She was 
actively involved with Mineral County Traits, Tracks and Trails as well as assisting in research 
for Allegheny Passage, history of Church of the Brethren in West Virginia. 


For nearly forty years she concentrated on researching nearly one hundred families. Having a 
true love of learning, especially about her ancestors and all families connected, her hobby 
became an opportunity to meet many friends who shared information. Her early interest was 
unwavering—without ever using a computer and with the kind assistance of her husband, a 
hobby became a lifestyle with countless opportunities to learn and share. 


Contributed by her daughter, Betty Bane Dzubba 


ABOUT THE COLLECTION 


The Evelyn Bane collection represents a lifetime of work from a local historian and genealogist. 
Concentrating mostly on Mineral County families, she occasionally crossed the county line into 
Hampshire, Hardy, and Pendleton County. 


It was around 1985 that I had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Bane. I was working on publishing 
the 1860 Federal Census for Hampshire County (which included Mineral County) and had the 
crazy idea to add as many maiden names as possible to the heads of household. Someone told 
me about Mrs. Bane. Therefore, I called upon her knowledge and spent many hours at her 
kitchen table watching her pour through her files and digging them out. She was a wealth of 
information. 


After her death I was visiting Keyser and ran into her daughter, Betty. I asked her, “Whatever 
happened to Granny’s papers?” Betty replied that they were still at the house, but she didn’t 
know what to do with them. I suggested that I could scan them and for the next six to seven 
months I scanned. 


Betty and I met with Nick Gardner of the Potomac State Library, and he suggested the collection 
could be stored at the Internet Archives. So, a thumb drive was presented with 101 family 
surname folders containing 287 folders and 549 files totaling over 2 GB of information. 


These folders are organized by family surname with dates of births, marriages, deaths, letters, 
family histories, random dates, and other historical information. They are as organized as much 
as possible. During the course of her life, she wrote down hundreds of tidbits of information. 
There were times that paper was not readily accessible, so she used the back of stationary, church 
bulletins, receipts, etc. She was the ultimate recycler, rabid researcher, and information gatherer. 
She recorded dozens of cemeteries-rumor has it, even one on her honeymoon many years ago. 
Everywhere she went she was looking, asking questions, and interviewing people. I can just 
imagine her talking to someone, getting a tidbit of information, digging in her purse, and saying, 
“Wait a minute, let me write that down on something.” When she returned home, she dropped 
that note in the appropriate family file. 


I did my best to organize each family surname file. Those random pieces of paper made it 
difficult at times. Some things to remember as you use these files: 


1. Page numbers were not always in the correct order. 

2. Continuation from one page to the next was difficult to follow. I had to rely on hints, 
such as, type of paper, alignment of 3-hole punch, date, and page number, if listed. 

3. Pages with staples were a welcome sight since this provided some order to the contents. 

4. Additional family surnames may be contained in other surname folders. 

5. There may be duplicate pages as some had handwritten notes that the other page didn’t. 


She clipped hundreds of obituary notices out of the local papers. I elected not to scan those since 
the Potomac State Newspaper Project is available. No need to duplicate work when there is an 
online searchable source. 


As you use this collection, imagine sitting in your grandmother’s attic and discovering an old 
box of family papers. As you dig through them you find lots of little “nuggets” which you will 
later have to organize. The Evelyn Bane Collection provides you with a digital tour of 
“Granny’s papers.” She was an amazing woman, and I was fortunate to work with her and get to 
know her. Many thanks to her daughter, Betty, for trusting me with the collection so it could be 
preserved. 
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